Route: Hijuela de las Ratas - Camino
Nariga - Padrén del Cernicalo

DESCRIPTION OF THE ROUTE. Circular path of approximately 5 km that
begins and ends next to the Puerta del Sol, where we will find a car park. The
first part of the route descends northwards along the pavement of the CA-
2032 ring road and then turns off to the right towards the "Hijuela de la Rata"
until it meets the CA-204 road, where the route runs alongside it in a section
that is protected for pedestrians. Further down it connects with the "Camino
Nariga", which is completely shaded. At the end of the Nariga path, it narrows
and links up with the "Padron del Cernicalo”, through which we climb back to
the town centre, connecting with the "Padrdn Pozo del Rincon", a little further
up with the "Camino de la Fuente de los Naranjos" until we reach the CA-2032
ring road again, next to the ruins of the Ermita de Santa Ana, which, upwards,
will take us back to the starting point at the Puerta del Sol.

LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION. During the walk, we can observe views of the
Natural Parks "Los Alcornocales" and "Sierra de Grazalema". We can also observe
the lands which are used as extensive livestock farming. A very characteristic
view of our territory. We can also see the villages of Paterna de Rivera and Alcala
de los Gazules.

FLORISTIC DESCRIPTION. We can find a varied flora of Mediterranean origin
such as the carob tree (Ceratonia siliqua), wild olive (Olea europaea var.
sylvestris), cork oak (Quercus suber), holm oak (Quercus ilex), fan palm
(Chamaerops humilis), kermes oak (Quercus coccifera), candilito (Aristolochia
baetica) or sarsaparilla (Smilax aspera).

FAUNISTIC DESCRIPTION. We can see or hear various species of birds,
mammals and reptiles, among them:

e Birds: blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla), redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros), Bonelli's
eagle (Aquila fascista), red-legged partridge (Alectoris rufa), short-toed eagle
(Circaetus gallicus), chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs), black kite (Milvus migrans),
little owl (Athene noctua), lesser kestrel (Falco naumanni), nightingale
(Luscinia megarhynchos) and griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus).

e Mammals: rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus), mongoose (Herpestesichneu
m o n), weasel (Mustela nivalis), European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus).

¢ Reptiles: ocellated lizard (Timon lepidus), horseshoe snake (Hemorrhois
hippocrepis) and bastard snake (Malpolon monspessulanus) and common
chameleon (Chamaeleo chamaeleon).

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

ERMITA DEL CRISTO DE LA SANGRE: An old church built in the 15th century,
which became a convent of considerable dimensions. It is located on a hill in
the northern part of Medina Sidonia.

TORRESTRELLA CASTLE: Remains of a fortification of Andalusian origin, 13th
century, Mudejar style, which later belonged to the Knights of the Order of
Torre Estrella. It is one of the most characteristic fortresses in the province of
Cadiz, and owes its name to the symbol that identified the Military Order of
Santa Maria to which it belonged.




ROUTE: HIJUELA DE LAS RATAS - CAMINO NARIGA - PADRON DEL CERNICALO

ERMITA DE SANTA ANA: Hermitage outside the walls, located on the outskirts of the town, in an area known as Hoyo
de Santa Ana, which is rich in orchards, fruit trees and water, close to the orange tree fountain. This hermitage, now
abandoned, was a place of pilgrimage and festivities, organising a “verbena”(typical spanish festive where everybody
comes together), evening and procession every 26th July. It was ordered to be built by Juan Alonso 1V, sixth Duke of
Medina Sidonia. There was a brotherhood of Santa Ana founded in the 17th century and disappeared in the 19th

century.
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MEDINA SIDONIA

Ciudad infinita




